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THE TOYO TIRES Golf GTI Championship 
had completed five of its 10 rounds as it 
headed to Cadwell Park for the weekend 
of August 21-22, having previously 
visited both the Brands Hatch Indy and 
Grand Prix circuits, Castle Combe and 
Oulton Park. 

Guy Stevens was leading Class 1 (8V) 
and the championship overall, with two 
wins and three second places. The only 
person to have bested him was returning 
champion Craig Roberts, who won the 
remaining rounds. Remarkably, Guy had 
posted the fastest lap overall at the 

Brands GP meeting, despite the track 
seeming to favour the more powerful 16V 
(Class 2) cars. Just behind were Pete Milne, 
Jamie Butcher and Dawn Boyd, with a 
number of others also capable of taking 
a top three finish.

In Class 2 (16V), the first five races 
produced three different winners, with 
Nick Porter, Mike Thurston and Simon Hill 
all taking the spoils, but Cadwell had the 
potential for yet another winner in James 
Bark who has now sorted the reliability of 
his car and is a ‘local lad’ who knows the 
circuit like the back of his hand! 
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So, hosting rounds 6 and 7 on August 21, 
the narrow twisting track of Lincolnshire’s 
‘mini Nurburgring’ combined with 
changeable weather conditions to provide a 
challenging environment in which to race.

True to expectations, qualifying saw 
James ‘Barky’ Bark take pole position for 
both races. Mike Thurston lined up second 
on the grid, with Simon Hill third for both 
races. The fastest time was used for the 
first race grid and second fastest for the 
second race. 

It was good to see some new faces high 
up in qualifying, with Verity Young in fifth 
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Hill climbing!

and Darren Bedford as high as fourth 
for the second race. The highest place 
in Class 1 (8V) went to Craig Roberts, 
a remarkable 1.5 seconds clear of Guy 
Stevens, with Pete Milne in third a further 
0.5 seconds back.

Race 1 saw the fast-starting Hill get 
off to a flyer, though Barky led into the 

first corner. Thurston, Hill and Barky were 
separated by just millimetres at times as 
they jostled for position, with Thurston 
the fastest for the first few laps, then Hill 
for the final three. The order over the line 
was Hill from Thurston by just 0.4 seconds 
with Barky in third. A highly creditable 
fourth place went to Darren Bedford, 
only 2.5 seconds behind the leader. Craig 
Roberts took the Class 1 win, with Guy 
Stevens second and Jamie Butcher third.

RACE 2 STARTED on a drying track, 
though it was still slippery off the racing 
line. Unfortunately, and an unusual event 
for the championship, the race had to be 
stopped due to a collision between two 
cars along the Park Straight. The restart 
saw Thurston take the lead with Hill and 
Barky in pursuit. The order remained, 
with Thurston in control until the second 
lap when Barky attempted a manoeuvre 
up the inside into the hairpin, which 
resulted in Thurston being pushed off the 
circuit into retirement. The eventual order 
was Hill, Roberts and Bedford. 

So, Simon Hill (85 points) now leads 
the championship from Gary Stevens 
(83) and Craig Roberts (78) as they head 
for the next rounds of the series at the 
Silverstone GP circuit on October 2, 
and Snetterton October 30, both to be 
reviewed in our December issue. More 
information on the series can be found 
at   MMM 
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